Nebraska Energy Office

Officials meet in Lincoln

Oil Industry Says
Diesel Shortages Are
Temporary

Mebraska Governor Kay Orr reassured farmers that
there should be adequate supplies of diesel Tuel available
during this growing scason,

State officials met with Nebraska pelrolewmn suppliers
tir dliseuss the seattered shortages which were apparently
caused by a rare combination of faciors.

“This is a eritical time for our agricultural producers,
who must have aldeguate supplics of fuel available w get
thear crops planted. Any lengthy delay could ruin a farmer’s
growimg season, so it was important for state officials o find
out why the shortages occurred,” said the Governor,

Strained Capacily

State Agricullural Dircewr Roy Froderick and State
Energy Director Gary Rex met on May 18th with seven
petralenm reliners, pipeline representatives and fuel trans-
porters, three retail petroleum associations and three
agriculture representatives. At the meeting, represeolatives
agreed that low nventories of dicsel fuel, maintenance ar re-
hinernies and in pipelines coincided with planting and an
carlier than expected start of rrigaton, Taken wogether
Uiese Pactors strined the capabilities of the state's petro-
leum supply system.

“Suppliers and retailers plan on mamniuning adequate
digsel fuel supplies during the planting season, bul can’|
predict refinery or pipeling shut downs. Shortages are
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difficult to predict and the key to avoiding Mulore problems
is to continually monitor supply and demand,” said Enargy
[Mrector Rex,

Early Lrrigation

Agriculture Direclor Roy Frederick added: “The earlier
than normal start of irrigating season due to the drought
placed a heavier than normal demand on diesel fuel sup-
plies. A week of rain would do a lot to alleviale the
shortage.”

Fex added that he was pleased with the cooperative
attitude of those whe attended the meeting and their
willingness to deal with the sitation. Rex said that his
office became aware of the shortages of diesel fuzl several
weeks ago and that similar shortages have occorred in
Kansas, South Dakota, lowa, Wyoming, and Texas.

Appointment by Governor Kay A. (hr

Morrison Named
Deputy Director of
Energy Office

Gothenburg City Administrator Jon Momson was named
tleputy director of the Mebraska Energy Office. He assumed re-
sponsibility for these duties in carly Tuly,

Gary Rex, director for the agency, said Morrison's selection
wis enhanced by his
“outstanding leadership
and administrative
expenience.” Since
energy and coonomig
development are “'so
closely ted”, said Rex,
"Morrison’s skills will
allow him to be an
i pvative and stromg
leader.”

A 1968 pradueate
of the University of
MNebraska L aw School,
Morrison served as
executve director of
the Gothenbure [m
prowerncol Coanprany,
This group recnaits
businesses and helps small husinesses with fmancing, promodion
and operations, He also served as vice chairman of the West
Clentrl Nebrashka Developrent Thstricl,




Planning a Program?

Energy Films and
Videotapes

Are you a member of a club or erganization and an chal-
lenged with the responsilility of fnding & program?

The OfMice of Fnenry and Feonomic Education has a
complete library of energy education materials, audic-visuals,
videotapes and energy activities that are available ree of charge or
o a Joan heasis,

Tor maore information or 1o request a copy of the audio-visual
brochure, contact:

JoAnn MeManus

Office of Energy and Economic Education
M7 College of Business Administration
University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Lincoln, NE 68588-0402, (402) 472-5612

The Office of Ensrgy and Economic Education is operatid
Dy the Nebraska Counet] of Feonomic Fducadon (NCEL) ar the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln under contract with the Energy
Ottice,

1.8 Million Gallons of Gas Saved
Computerized Traffic

Control Comes to
Omaha

Thousands of Omaha drivers have cut luel costs and anc
saving valuable travel nme as a result of the city's new maftic
signal timing system, The centrallycomputerized system,
purchased with funds from a Nebraska Energy Office grant, is a
deparure from past expensive and error-prone svsiems and
replaces cquipmcnl outdated by more than twenty years, Cost
efficient and easy o use, the central computer and sync-pulse
gming devices require minimum informanon from sireet master
compulers.

Fuel Savings Top 9.7%

Iy addivion o e mudems installed at one hondred and
rwenty-five mnersections, vehicle deteciors and pedestrian push
butions were located at thiny-one crosswalks, equipment which
allows green nme 10 be allocated according 1w actual waltic
volumies mstesd of mefficient predelermimed tming plans, Donng
the system's first weeks in operation, city officials estimated that
driving delay was reduced by 39%, stops decreased by 37.7% and
(el consurnption diminished by 9.7%, An anticipated 18 millicn
gallons of gas will be saved annually.

Oneof Three in the U.S,

The new system 15 one of three currently beingr implermented

int the United Stales and Omaha officials plan o expand the

system 10 include all six hundred of the city’s imersections by 1993,

Energy Emergency Preparedness

Nebraska Hosts
National Meetings

The Nebraska Energy OlTice hostid two seminars on energy
CIMICREenCy preparadness 1o promote interstate coordination and to
enhance a state"s abilitics w plan for energy emergencies in the
event of energy supply disruptions,

Interstate Networking Discussed

The first ssminar offercd delegstes from Iowa, Kansas,
Missouri, Narth Diakota, South Dakota and Nebmska an opporm-
nity o promols inlerstate networking. Foel shorages in the
Midwest this spring and summer were discussed by Rick Olson of
Willizums Pipeline Company in Tulsa, Oklahoma and Russ Mehl
of Farmland Industries.

This seminar was made possible by a special grant o the
Melwaska Encrgy Office from the Kansas City Support Office of
the United States Diepariment of Encryry,

Contingency Plan Guidelines Presented

The second serminar served as one of the ULS, Department of
Energy’s 1989 annual regional seminars on cnengy emergency
proparcidness,

Gary Rex, Dircetor of the Nehraska Energy Office, compared
the encrgy system with the banking system. He said, “much of the
satfety of the banking systems depends on public trust. A runon
banks because of loss of confidence in the banking sysicm can
wrzik haviwe, The same is rue of the energy system,”

Mr. Rex explained that public confidence in the ability of the
system to deliver fuel supphics will prevent hoarding and other
prattices by the public that can exacerbatz minor disruptions in
tuel supply. A contingency plan helps o mstill public confidence
by dievelopimg procedures 0 manage energy contngencies,

The seminar was co-hosied by the Stmom Thirmoend Instioae
of Public Affairs in South Carolina. Dr. Horace W. Fleming, I,
Institute: Director, presented guidelines for states w0 use when they
prepare contingency plans W manape enerey shorapes,

Representanves of the petroleum products, pipeline, notural
gas and electrical uiilities indusirics also discussed the different
ways they would respond o any disniptions in energy supplies.

Summer
Energy Savers

Dunng rypically sultry Mebraska summers, hRomeowners can

Tl e cnerey saving s o keep teir homes comfonably

cool and their energy costs low,

= Close vour fireplace damper.

o Shade cast and wesd windows,

« Install ceiling fans where people congregate.

« Lz smaller appliances snch as a cmckpot or microwave for
preparing meals. Use your propane or gas grill.

= Replace incandescent lights with the new screw-in fluorescents,

* Plant a gowd shidis tree en the cast or west side of yoor hoane,

Keeping Your Cool



Ag Economics

Five Year Ag
Conservation Project
Impacts Nebraska

For the past five years the Agricultural Eneroy Conscrvation
Project has helped producers (s redoee enerry consomption, labor
requircmienis, suil erosions and improve water use efficiencies.

Ihe Sie of Mebraska entered into a conperlive agreement
with the University ol Nehraska Foundation o support the project
developed through the University of Nebraska Cooperative Exten-
S10n Service,

Leo Lucas (left), University of Nebraska-Lincoln presants a3 plagus
to Gary Rex, Energy Office Director for 500,000 support to ag

anangy project el o Agratuen aret Nohral Resnomee)

The theee project components ncluded conservation tllage i
seven castem Nebraska counties, imiganon management in three
central Mebraska counties and ecofallow in seven southwestem
Mebraska counties.

Proxlucers in the project angel areas made impressive gains
through the adoption of conservauon nllage, ecotallow and
Irriganon management practices. They:

+ saved more than 3.3 million gallons of dicse! fuel

+ sven] over 3 million dollars on energy costs

+ zaved nearly 230000 hours of labor

+ saved over 51.2 million in labor cosls

+ recuced soil crosion by 9.3 million 1ons,

Conservation Tillage Impact

Conservadon tillage, no-till and ecofallow systems reduce or
eliminate the mormber of illage operations, At least 30 percent of
the soil remains coverad with residue lessening erosion while
saving fuel and labor,

There was nearly a three-lold increase mothe vse of ne-tll,
Conservarion tllaze use increased by over 20) percent,

Residue management and the reduction of illage operations
srvee] 12 mallion gallons of fuel and 178,000 hours of labor, This
combined value is approximately 2 million dollars, Soil erosion
has been reduced by nearly 7.5 million tons,

Irrigation Management Impact

[rrigration management wses scheduling and improvements in

pumping plant ethiciency 1 save fuel and water,

Irrigation scheduling has reduced water application and
energy requircments by 8.9 percent. Improved pumping plant
eMMeiencies have saved 4.2 percent of the encrey msed for
pumping.

These improvements have been adopted on 172,500 acres,
seaving about 1,7 million gallons of diesel fucl equivalent or over
1.5 million dollars of energy.

Ecofallow Impact

Producers have adopled some form of ecotarming on 71,000
acres since (he project began,

‘I'hese producers have saved mare than 400,000 mallons of
fuel and 63,000 hours of Tabor, These savings total about
$700,000. Soil erosion has been reduced by nearly 2 million 1ons.

I'or More Information, contact:

L. Elbent C. Dickey, Project Tirecior

Extension Agricultural Engineers

University of Nebraska Lincoln

249 LW, Chase Hall

Lincoln, NE 68383-0726

4024723950

What's the Status?

Oil Overcharge Plan
Approval Sought

Nebraska's oil overcharge plan proposed by Governor
Chrr in January continued o find approval as it moved 11s
way through the legislative process.

On February 13, 1989, the Appropriations Committes
of the Nebraska Legislature conducted a hearing on the
proposed oil overcharge plan. Nine people testificd on
issues relating o the plan. On Fehruary 22w, the Appro-
priaticns Commitles submitted its report o the full Legisla-
ture for its consideraton, Because of a previous opinion
from the Atorney General, the Legislature may only aldvise
the Governor on the planned use of the fumds, On February
2R, the Legislature discussed the plan and the committes
report, subsequently passing the report ona 27-3 vole,

An Addition to the Plan

On April 20th, the Governor responded 10 the Comimit-
tee Report by adding $1 million 1o the $500,000 program o
mike energy saving building improvements al the [oor state
colleges. The Governor stipulated that the addidonal $1
million be used to fund wood gasification projects at
Chadron and Peru State Colleges.

Reserve Fund Grows

In the Governor's plan, not all of the funds were
commitied o programs. As of June 30th, the Reserve Fund
balance was $3.57 million. Growth in the fund balance
pecurred from interest and receipt of addinonal Siripper
Well funds.



New Hope for Nebraska Production
Ethanol Development
Changes Okayed

Prospects for commercially-sized cthanol prodoction
facililics in the state were enhanced with recent legislative
changes to the ethanol Authority Development Act. The
Act, originally passed in 1986, eslablished the Ethanol
Board, an cleven member committee responsible for
collecting grain check-olf fees for use in ethanol-related
projects.

$17 Million Fund

I'he grain check-off ended on January 1, 1989, after
collecting 517 million, but only ong $490.000 investment
has been made from the fund, Eaple Foels, located near
Lincoln, s developing a bacteriological fermentaton
process for ethanol production and a fuel additive called
ETEE.

The lepislative changes will allow the Board w
conzider funding a broad range of ethanol related projects
and will permit the formation of a committee o assist in
tf‘;‘}]]l]:‘llir'lllr_ im't:!-ilrm:nl!-:.

Ethanol is a valuahle alternative fuel, However, the
comparatively low price of pewroleum has created a sluggish
ethanol markel. The state's only commercially-sized
elhanol refinery is temporarily closed. Negotiations
conunuge between the plant’s creditors and potential pur-
chasers,

Seven Schools Receive Awards

Students Excel in
Energy Economic
Education

Sundentz from seven Nebraska schools recently
received Statewide Awards for Excellence for their
participation in the National Energy Educaticn
Development (NEETY) activitics. Nebraska™s NEED
project, coordinated by the Office of Energy Economic
Education, reflects a nationwide effort to encourage and
promaote energy education programs in K-12 clissmooms,
Students across Nebraska participated in studies of energy
lopics and co-curricular energy activities which culminated
in the NEEDay project competition.

Participants included project winners [rom St Patnick’s
Senior TTigh School (North Plate), SL Tsidore School
(Columbus), Ogallala Middle School, Bluff™s Middle
Schionl (Scoushlufh, Planeville School (Fremont), St
[homas Maoore School {Omaha), and District 1 (Lemoyne).

Answers to Your Questions

Energy Information
Services

The U.S. Department of Energy offers ive different energy
informational services available o the public. They are:
CAREIRS  The Conscrvation and Renewahlz Encrgy Inguiry
and Refermal Service answers energy conservalion
questions at no charge for the generl public .
(800 523-2029 Renewahle Energy Information

P Box 8500
Silver Spring, MD 20907
‘The Maoonal Appropriate Technology Assislance
Serviee olTers free tailored technical and commer-
cializapon assistance,
(B0N) 428-2525 NATAS
U. 5. Depl. of Encrpy
PO, Box 2525
Butie, MT 59702-2525
The Solar Energy Research Institute/Technical
Inguiry Service offers weehnical solar informanon
tor scienific and indusirial professionals.
(303) 231-T303 Techmical Information Service
Solar Energy Research Tnstitute
1617 Cole Boulevard
Groldden, CO 80401
The Mavonal Energy Information Center in the
Enerpry Information Administration provides data
and projectons on enenzy producton, conswmption,
prices and supplies,
(202) 586-8800 WNat'l Encryy Informanon Center
U.S. Dept of Energy
Forresial Bldg,, EL-22
Room IF48
1000 [ndependence Ave., 5.W.
Washington, TLC. 20585
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